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The researches confirm the position held by the author for several years, 
namely, that in infantile atrophy or the athrepsia of Parrot there is encoun¬ 
tered only thinning, and sometimes a catarrhal process of the intestinal 
canal, but never destruction of glands or villi. In the cases in which these 
destructions have been found by various observers, and most recently by 
Cornelia de Lange, the condition is a secondary atrophy, and not primary. 
In a certain number of cases it is probable that the lesions which have been 
described are produced by cadaveric putrefaction. 

Suppurative Meningitis Due to the Bacterium Lactis Aerogenes.— 

Soheih (Prager medicinische Wochenschrift, 1900, No. 15) publishes an inter¬ 
esting observation of an infant dying at the age of eight days with symptoms 
only of congenital debility, a diagnosis that was all the more reasonable since 
the child was one of twins. At the autopsy was found a purulent infiltration 
of the pia and bilateral suppurative otitis with fibrinous false membrane in 
the left ear. The mucosa of the nose and of the cavities of the face was 
found to be normal, and no disease was observable in the lungs or other organs. 

The bacteriological examination of the pus of the meninges and of the 
ears, as well as that of the nasal mucus, showed the existence of a bacillus 
which was identified as the bacillus lactis aerogenes. Inoculations made 
upon white mice and rabbits showed that the organism was excessively 
virulent for these animals. 

The bacillus lactis aerogenes, discovered by Escherich, was considered by 
this observer a normal habitant of the intestine like the coli bacillus. Later 
Czerny and Moser found it in the blood of nurslings affected with fatal 
gastro-enteritis. It has also been observed in certain cases of cystitis and 
pyelonephritis. 
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Nectrianine. — MM. Mongour and Gentes have made use, by subcuta¬ 
neous injection, of the soluble products of Nectria ditissima —the parasitic 
fungus of tree-cancer. Four patients in the last stages of cancer—uterus 
and vagina, uterus, epithelioma of the tongue, and tumor of the bladder— 
have been under observation. The conclusions are: (1) That the injections 
are without danger. 2. They do not arrest the evolution of the neoplasm. 
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3. They do not prevent formation jof metastatic tumors or modify the gland¬ 
ular lesions. 4. In all cases the disease follows its normal course to final 
cachexia. 5. The stoppage of the injections corresponds in a certain number 
of cases with a subacute evolution of cancerous processes. 6. With the 
majority of patients the injections suppress or diminish the hemorrhages 
and fetid discharges, and they are especially valuable for the relief of pain, 
being even superior to morphine.— Le Bulletin M'edicale , 1900, No. 56, p. 651. 

The Specific Treatment of Croupous Pneumonia. —Dr. Willson O. 
Bridges would rely upon guaiacol or salicylates, giving preference to the 
former when the disease is past the stage of congestion in the enfeebled or 
when there exist heart lesions. The addition of strychnine to the salicylate 
treatment obviates in part the depressant effect upon the heart, and so does 
alcohol. Strychnine is also combined with guaiacol for its influence upon 
the nervous system and to prepare patients for large doses, should these 
be necessary. Venesection is advised if the right heart be overloaded and 
threatening symptoms arise; digitalis is reserved for an irregular and flag¬ 
ging heart; codeine in small doses for the relief of pain and delirium ; 
calomel and a saline for constipation or sluggish portal circulation; oxygen 
gas is commenced at the first sign of cyanosis and administered in quantity 
sufficient to relieve. The absolute recumbent position must be maintained 
until resolution is established.— Journal of the American Medical Aseociation 
1900, vol. xxxv., p. 74. 

The Use of Drugs in Tuberculosis.— Dr. Theodore Potter states that 
at the present time we fasten our hopes and our reliance upon creosote. 
Formerly his practice was to administer rather large does—twenty to forty 
drops—but at present one-half of this is considered sufficient. It is best 
administered in capsules, to be filled-by the patient at the time of taking. 
A little milk taken just before them will make them easier to swallow and 
will, in a large measure, prevent the disagreeable burning sensation should 
any of the medicine come in contact with the mucous membrane of the 
mouth or oesophagus. Often the patient is directed to take a glass of milk, 
or even two, while taking the capsule. Clinical experience shows that the 
judicious administration of this drug is frequently followed by an increased 
appetite and digestion, and with this comes improved nutrition, increase of 
strength, increased resisting power, retardation of the local disease, and 
usually diminution of the secondary symptoms and lesions resulting there¬ 
from. Guaiacol has been used chiefly as an external application.— Journal 
of Tuberculosis, 1900, vol. ii., p. 224. 

The Silver-injection Treatment of Pulmonary Consumption. — Dr. 

Thomas J. Mays has for nearly ten years injected silver nitrate over the 
vagi of the neck, with a view of producing counter-irritation over these 
nerves and thereby enhance the resisting power of the lungs. Five minims 
of a 2.5 per cent, solution of silver nitrate injected at a point immediately 
over or slightly behind the pulsating carotid in the region of the neck, pre¬ 
ceded by a similar dose of cocaine hydrochlorate through the same needle, 
will produce the requisite degree of irritation. The skin is lifted between 



